The Value of Pennsylvania Agriculture

Agriculture is Pennsylvania’s #1 industry
and annually contributes 4.5 billion to PA’s
economy. Advances in modern agricul-
ture enable farmers across our country to
provide safe and nutritious food at afford-
able prices. PA agricultural production
includes livestock and grain production.
It also includes mushroom production,
forestry, aquaculture, fruits, vegetables,
bees and honey, maple syrup and more.
Producers of all these commodities fol-
low detailed rules and regulations in an
effort to protect the environment and wa-
ter quality.

Pennsylvania’s Right to Farm Act

The Pennsylvania Right to Farm Act
protects our valuable agricultural industry.
The Act protects many farm practices
that may lead to conflict with neighbors.
These normal practices include, but are
not limited to:

+ odor from livestock and poultry

+ odor from land application of
manure

+ agricultural vehicle traffic

* mushroom production

For more information on the Right to
Farm Act and other rules protecting agri-
culture, visit www.dsl.psu.edu/centers/.

Things to Keep in Mind Before Moving

Living in the country involves new sights,
sounds and odors, and may not include
services or conveniences found in more
urban areas.
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Animal Manure-- A Valuable Resource

Animal manure is a
valuable organic fertilizer
resource to Pen nsglvania
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an accePtable and normal
agricu|tural Practice.

What Can Rural Neighbors Do to
Keep Agriculture Viable

» Communicate with your neighboring
farmer. If you have a special event
planned, coordinate with the farmer to
see if he/she can refrain from manure
application at that time.

* Refrain from unwarranted complaints
to local, state and federal governments
about normal and acceptable agricul-
tural practices.

* Refrain from filing lawsuits aimed at
curtailing farming practices.

* In order to avoid damaging crops and/
or disrupting farming operations, always
receive permission from farmers before
entering their property.

» Never use a farmer’s fields as a dump-
ing ground for grass clippings, leaves,
household chemicals, containers, old
tools, etc.

* Do not ride ATVs or dirtbikes on farm-
ers’ fields. Even if the field looks empty,
most farmers have crops growing year-
round.

 Always ask permission before enter-
ing livestock barns. Most facilities are
“biosecure”. Without following proper

protocol, your presence could threaten
the health of the animals.




The PA Agricultural Ombudsman Program offers
statewide liaison services to communities for
conflict management on issues affecting agriculture,
land use, environment and planning.

Please contact:

Lancaster Co. Conservation District
1383 Arcadia Road Rm. 200
Lancaster, PA 17601
717-299-5361, ext. 5

or
Blair Co. Conservation District
1407 Blair Street
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
814-696-0877, ext. 5
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Does congested traffic, noise and the
hassles at your current residence make

you want to move?
Does the thought of
clean fresh air and
country stillness
make you dream
about owning a

home next to farmland? Do you
envision moving to the country to be
surrounded by natural scenery and

panoramic views?
If you answered
“yes” to any of
these questions,

you should reflect &

on the realities of

living in the country.




